
Please ask for: Wendy Rowe
Extension No.: 4584
Email: wendyrowe@cannockchasedc.gov.uk

20 August 2024

Dear Councillor,

Licensing and Public Protection Committee
10.00am, Thursday 29 August 2024
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Cannock

You are invited to attend this meeting for consideration of the matters itemised in the
following Agenda.

Yours sincerely,

T. Clegg
Chief Executive

To: Councillors:
Cartwright, S. (Chair)
Todd, D. (Vice-Chair)

Aston, J. Freeman, M.
Elson, J. Jones, V.
Fisher, P. Sutherland, M.
Fitzgerald, A. Wilson, L.

mailto:wendyrowe@cannockchasedc.gov.uk


Agenda
Part 1

1. Apologies

2. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and
Restriction on Voting by Members
To declare any interests in accordance with the Code of Conduct and any possible
contraventions under Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

3. Minutes
To approve the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 June 2024 (enclosed).

4. Street Trading Policy Consultation
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Item 4.1 - 4.25).

5. Street Pavement Licences
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Item 5. - 5.40).

6. Revised Guidance on Suitability of Applicants and Licensees for the Hackney
Carriage and Private Hire Trades Consultation
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Item 6.1 - 6.42).
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Cannock Chase Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the

Licensing and Public Protection Committee

Held on Wednesday 26 June 2024 at 2:00pm

In the Civic Centre, Cannock

Part 1

Present:  Councillors
Cartwright, S. (Chair)
Todd, D. (Vice-Chair)

Aston, J. Freeman, M.
Elson, J. (Substitute) Lyons, N. (Substitute)
Fisher, P. Sutherland, M.
Fitzgerald, A. Wilson, L.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors V. Jones and L. Bishop.

Notification had been received that Councillor J. Elson would be substituting for
Councillor L. Bishop and Councillor N. Lyons would be substituting for Councillor V.
Jones.

2. Declarations of Interest of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and
Restrictions on Voting by Members
No declarations of interests were received.

3. Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2023 were approved as a correct
record.

4. Exclusion of the Public
Resolved:
That the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 2, Part 1, Schedule 12A of
the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).
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Cannock Chase Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the

Licensing and Public Protection Committee

Held on Wednesday 26 June 2024 at 2:00pm

In the Civic Centre, Cannock

Part 2

5. Review of Hackney Carriage / Private Hire Driver

Consideration was given to the Not for Publication Report of the Head of Regulatory
Services (Item 5.1 – 5.29).

The Chair invited all those present to introduce themselves and then confirmed the
procedure for the Hearing.

The Officer representing the Licensing Authority presented the Council’s case by taking
the Committee, the Driver and Driver’s Legal Representative through the report,
outlining the relevant issues for consideration.

The Driver, the Driver’s Legal Representative, Members of the Committee, and the
Legal Advisor to the Committee were then afforded the opportunity to ask questions of
the Officer representing the Licensing Authority. Questions were asked by the Driver’s
Representative.

At this point, the Officer representing the Licensing Authority showed CCTV footage to
all present. Following this, Members of the Committee then asked questions of the
Officer representing the Licensing Authority.

The Driver’s Legal representative then presented their case to the Committee. At this
point it was agreed that the CCTV footage be shown again by the Officer representing
the Licensing Authority. The Driver’s representative explained the footage in further
detail.

The Officer of the Licensing Authority, Members of the Committee, and the Legal
Advisor to the Committee were then afforded the opportunity to ask questions of the
Driver. Questions were asked by Members of the Committee and the Officer of the
Licensing Authority. At this point, Members requested to see the CCTV footage again
which was shown by the Officer representing the Licensing Authority.

The Officer representing the Licensing Authority and the Driver were then afforded the
opportunity to sum up their respective cases. Summation was provided by the Officer
of the Licensing Authority and the Driver’s Legal Representative.

The Committee then deliberated in private, accompanied by the Council’s Legal Advisor
and Secretary to the Committee. The Officer representing the Licensing Authority, the
Driver and Driver’s Legal Representative left the room during the deliberations.
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At the conclusion of the deliberations, the Officer representing the Licensing Authority,
the Driver and the Driver’s Legal Representative returned to the room, and the Chair
announced the decision of the Committee, as follows:

Resolved:
That:
(A) The Committee considered that the driver’s conduct and behaviour fell short of

those deemed acceptable for a licensed driver.

(B) A written warning would be placed on the Driver’s record for 12 months from 26
June 2024.

(C) The Driver must complete a Driver Assessment Course, and this must be booked
within 8 weeks of 26 June 2024, with completion to follow at a later date, and proof
of booking and subsequent completion of the course would need to be submitted
to the Licensing Unit.

Reasons for Decisions:
On 26 June 2024 the Committee considered whether the driver was a fit and proper
person to hold a hackney carriage and private hire driver’s licence.

The Committee referral was made in relation to an incident that raised concerns about
the fitness and propriety of the driver to be a licensed hackney carriage and private hire
driver with the Council, as the Licensing Authority.

On 3 October 2024 a complaint was made to the Council’s Licensing Unit.  The referral
related to an incident which occurred on 25 September 2023. Due to the nature of the
incident a referral was made to the Committee as Officers were unable to deal with this
matter under their delegated powers.

The Committee met and considered the Not for Publication Report of the Head of
Regulatory Services together with written evidence and CCTV footage of the incident.

During the hearing, the driver expressed distress and remorse over what the CCTV
showed and accepted that he was required to behave better than he did in view of his
position.

It was noted that the driver had previously not come to the attention of the Licensing
Authority or Committee and demonstrated remorse for his actions.

The Committee carefully considered the written, recorded, and oral evidence put
forward.  However, the behaviour displayed on 25 September 2023 was not that of a fit
and proper person to hold a hackney carriage and private hire driver’s licence.

The meeting closed at 3:45pm

_________________________
Chair
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