
Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock, Staffordshire, WS11 1BG

tel 01543 462621| www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk

Please ask for: Mrs J Hunt

Extension No: 4623

E-mail: joannahunt@cannockchasedc.gov.uk

31 January 2025

Dear Councillor,

Licensing Sub-Committee

10:00am on Monday 10 February 2025

Meeting to be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Cannock

You are invited to attend this meeting for consideration of the matters itemised in the
following Agenda.

Yours sincerely,

T. Clegg

Chief Executive

To: Councillors:
Fitzgerald, A.
Jones, V.
Wilson, L.
Elson, J. (Reserve)

http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/
mailto:joannahunt@cannockchasedc.gov.uk


Agenda

Part 1

1. Appointment of Chair

2. Apologies and Reconstitution of Membership

The Council will only allow licensing decisions to be taken by a minimum of three
Councillors.

In the event of one Member being unable to attend, their place will be substituted by
another Member taken from the membership of the full Licensing and Public Protection
Committee.

In the event of this substitution taking place, all parties will be informed of the change
of membership at the beginning of the hearing.

3. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and
Restriction on Voting by Members

To declare any personal, pecuniary, or disclosable pecuniary interests in accordance
with the Code of Conduct and any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the
Local Government Finance Act 1992.

4. Licensing Act 2003 - Application for a Premises Licence: Tower Garage Service
Station, Brindley Road, Cannock, WS12 4LL

Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Enclosure 4.1 - 4.66).



Cannock Chase Council

Licensing Sub-Committee

Procedure to be used for a Premises Licence Application Submitted
under the Licensing Act 2003

Procedure for the Hearing

1. The Chair shall introduce the Members of the Sub-Committee and supporting staff.

2. All other parties present shall introduce themselves.

3. The Chair shall outline the procedure to be followed at the hearing and also make
reference to the fact that each party has an equal amount of time within which to
present their case and may set down limits for this.

4. The Officer representing the Licensing Authority shall present a report on the matter to
be heard.

5. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer of the Licensing Authority.

6. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer from the Licensing Authority.

7. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.

8. (Where the Officer of the Licensing Authority is legally represented, the legal
representative may ask questions of clarification of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.)

9. The Applicant (or their representative) shall put their case in respect of the matter and
may call witnesses.

10. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Applicant (or their representative).

11. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of the Applicant (or
their representative) and any witnesses called.

12. Anyone making representations in respect of the application shall put their case in
respect of the matter in the presence of the Officer representing the Licensing Authority
and the Applicant and may call witnesses.

13. The Applicant (or their representative) may ask questions of clarification of anyone
making representations and any witnesses called.



14. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of anyone making
representations and any witnesses called.

15. The Officer of the Licensing Authority shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

16. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

17. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to sum up their respective
cases if they so wish.

18. Members of the Sub-Committee shall deliberate in private, accompanied by the
Council’s Legal Advisor and the Secretary to the Sub-Committee, only recalling the
other parties or their representatives to clarify points of uncertainty on evidence or
submissions already given.

If it is necessary to recall any party, all parties are to return, notwithstanding that only
one party may be concerned with the points giving rise to doubt.

19. At the conclusion of their deliberations, the Chair of the Sub-Committee may inform the
Applicant (or their representative) of the decision of the Sub-Committee, briefly
explaining the reasons for the decision.

20. The Applicant shall be written to within seven working days (or as soon as practicable
if this cannot be completed) with confirmation of the Sub-Committee’s decision and
reasons for that decision.

21. The Applicant or any objector may appeal to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of the
decision being received if they are dissatisfied with the Sub-Committee’s decision.
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CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF REGULATORY SERVICES 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE - MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT 10.00AM  

TOWER GARAGE, BRINDLEY ROAD, HEDNESFORD, CANNOCK, WS12 4LL 

 
1.          Reason for Hearing 
 

This is an application for a Premises Licence by Tower Garage Service Station Ltd.  
 
This application has not been granted under Officers’ delegated powers because 
representations have been received from members of the public on the basis that they are 
concerned that the licensing objectives may be compromised if the premises licence 
application were granted. These are relevant representations and the Council, as the licensing 
authority, must therefore hold a hearing to consider the representations made. A copy of the 
application form is attached to this report as Annex 1. 

 
 
Name and Address of Premises. 
 
 
 
 

 
Convenience Store - Tower Garage 
Brindley Road 
Hednesford 
Cannock 
WS12 4LL 
 

 
Applicant Details 
Registered Address.  
 

 
Tower Garage Service Station Ltd, 
Albany House Temple Court 
Temple Way 
Coleshill 
Warwickshire 
B46 1HH 
 

 
Date of Application 

 
20 December 2024 
 

 
Fees Paid 
 

 
Band B: £190.00  

2. 
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Licensable Activities Applied For: 

 
1. Supply of alcohol 
2. Late Night Refreshment 
 

 
Responsible Authority 
Representations 
 

 
No formal representations have been received from any 
Responsible Authority.  
 
 

 
Representations from other 
persons 

 
During the 28-day consultation period, 22 individual 
relevant representations were received with contact details 
provided as required.  
 
Of these:  
 

�x 5 were original written email representations (these 
are attached to the report as Annex 2) 

 
�x 5 other email representations contained the same 

information that appeared to have been copy & 
pasted. (An example of these emails is attached to 
the report as Annex 3) 

 
�x 2 were original written letters of representation 

(these are attached to the report as Annex 4) 
 

�x 10 other letters of representation received 
contained the same information that appeared to 
have been a photocopied but had facility for a 
name and contact details to be added (An example 
of these letters is attached to the report as Annex 
5) 

 
In addition to the representations, a petition was also 
received from a nearby General Convenience Store 
containing 983 signatures. The details of the person 
submitting the document were provided.  (A copy of the 
petition is attached to this report as Annex 6). 
  

 

3. Matters for consideration 

3.1 On 20 December 2024 an application was received from Tower Garage Service Station Ltd, for 
the grant of a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003. The hours of operation 
requested on the licence application operating schedule are: 
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3.2 Hours premises are open to the public: 
 

Monday to Sunday - 00.00hrs to 24.00hrs 
 

3.3 Hours for late night refreshment 
 
 Monday to Sunday 23.00hrs to 05.00hrs 
 
3.4 Hours for supply of alcohol: 
 
 Monday to Sunday - 00.00hrs to 24.00hrs 
 
3.5 At Part 3 of the application that makes reference to the operating schedule, the applicant 

describes the premises as follows:  
 
  “This is a new ground floor food based Morrisons daily convenience store located on a 

forecourt serving local residents and workers and those from further afield including passing 
trade. Online / telephone orders will also be delivered and collected. The forecourt has been 
acquired by our clients and it is to be redeveloped under the Morrisons daily convenience 
format to produce a strong retail offer much as the several hundred licensed Morrisons. 
Forecourt stores across the country already trading.”  

 
 “The site will be operated by our clients who already own and operate other licensed 

convenience stores on their own forecourts and the off-licence facility is an important part of the 
service that such a store is now expected to provide. The DPS (Designated Premises 
Supervisor will be responsible for training and authorising staff in the sale of alcohol with a full 
recorded training regime in place with 6 monthly refresher training and the DPS here will be 
varied to somebody who is in day to day to control of alcohol sales before any alcohol sales 
commence” 
  

3.6 The application was duly advertised as required by law and the Council’s Licensing Unit 
received 22 valid letters or emails of objection and a petition against to the grant of the 
Premises Licence.   

3.7 The applicant has stated that the name and details of the individual whom they wish to specify 
on the licence as the Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) as being Mr. Christopher John 
Mitchener. The home address listed for the DPS is in Hampshire. Mr. Mitchener is the licensing 
agent of the applicant at today’s hearing.  

 As per 4.61 of the revised guidance issued under s182 Licensing Act 2003 (last updated Dec 
2023)  
 
‘4.61 Every premises licence that authorises the sale of alcohol must specify a DPS. This will 
normally be the person who has been given day to day responsibility for running the premises 
by the premises licence holder.’ 

4. Human Rights Act 1998 Implications 

4.1 Article 6 of the Act provides that where a person’s civil rights and obligations are being 
determined, s/he is entitled to a “fair trial”.  The Council complies with Article 6 in that it gives 
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the person the opportunity to state their case, will make a decision within a reasonable period 
of time and will give reasons for its decision. 

 
4.2 The Article also provides for the issue to be determined by an independent tribunal.  The right 

of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the Council’s decision fulfils this. 
 
4.3 The Council observes the rules of natural justice, and its procedures are consistent with Article 

6 of the Human Rights Act 1998. 
 
5.          Legal Implications     
  
5.1 This matter concerns an application for a premises licence under section 17 of the Licensing 

Act 2003 “the Act” 

5.2 As relevant representations have been made in respect of this application and no agreement 
has been reached between the parties that a hearing is not required, the licensing authority 
must hold a hearing to consider the representations made (s.18 (3)(a) of the Act).  

  
5.3 The Licensing Sub Committee must have regard to the representations and take such steps, if 

any, as it considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing  objectives (s.18(3)(b) of the 
Act). 

5.4 In accordance with s.18(4) of the Act, the steps that can be taken by the Licensing Sub 
Committee in dealing with this application are limited to: 

(a) grant the premises licence, together with such modification of the conditions of the 
licence as considered appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives; 

(b) rejection of the whole or part of the application. 
  
5.5 The Licensing Sub Committee must only consider relevant representations which for the 

purposes of this application: 

(a) are about the likely effect of the grant of the application on the promotion of the 
licensing objectives. 

(b) are made by an interested party or responsible authority; 
(c) have not been withdrawn; and 
(d) are not frivolous or vexatious if made by other persons. 

   
 5.6 The Applicant and other persons who made relevant representations in relation to the 

application have a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court should they disagree with the 
Licensing Sub Committee’s decision. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
6.1 Fees for a premises licence are payable upon application. They are not refundable should the 

application be refused.   
 
6.2 Should the application be refused or be granted subject to conditions; the Applicant has a right 

of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court. Should the application be granted, with or without 
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conditions, then equally, the responsible authority and any other persons having made relevant 
representations, have a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court against the decision.  

6.3 All appeals carry financial costs, and the Court can set whatever order it deems fit with regards 
to the payment of costs.  The Court is, however, less likely to award costs against the Council if 
it is satisfied that the Council had acted honestly, reasonably and properly and on grounds 
which appear to be sound.   

7. Annexes

Annexes Attached Annex1 

Annex 2 

Annex 3 

Annex 4 

Annex 5 

Annex 6 

The Premises Licence Application Form. 

5 relevant written email representations 

Example copy of 5 relevant representation 
emails that contained the same details that 
appeared to have been copy & pasted but 
were individually submitted with separate 
contact details 

2 valid written letters of representation 

Example copy of 10 letters, individually 
signed and addressed but containing same 
photocopied representation information. 

Petition from nearby General Convenience 
Store  



ENCLOSURE 4.6a

 

   

 

 
Determination 

 
Determination Required 

 
Members are asked to determine whether the application 
for a Premises Licence in respect of Tower Garage, can be 
granted, having due regard to the 4 Licensing Objectives, 
Cannock Chase Council’s Licensing Policy and Guidance 
issued by the Secretary of State under s182 of the 
Licensing Act 2003.  
 
The 4 Licensing Objectives are: 
 

�x The Prevention of Crime & Disorder 
�x Ensuring Public Safety 
�x The Prevention of Public Nuisance 
�x The Protection of Children from Harm 

. 
 

8. 
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From: >  
Sent: 05 January 2025 19:03 
To: LicensingUnit CCDC <LicensingUnit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Opposing 24-hour Licensing at Tower Garage, Brindley Rd, Hednesford 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: This email is from an infrequent correspondent.  

licensingunit@cannockchase.gov.uk  
 
FAO: Licencing Unit  
 
To whom it may concern,  
I am writing this email to express my strong objection to the proposed 24 -hour 
licensing of the petrol station planned at Brindley Rd, Hednesford, Cannock, 
WS12 4LL.  
This is located at the edge of the Cannock Chase National Landscape (formerly 
AONB).   
 
My fam ily and I are frequent users of Cannock Chase, and I am deeply 
concerned about the potential negative impacts that such a development could 
cause to the wildlife and environment.  
The continuous operation of a petrol station would firstly cause increased noise 
and light pollution, potentially diusrupting wildlife in the viscinity.  
Secondly, increased traffic would pose a safety risk for both the wildlife and 
human population. The 4 -way junction in which the petrol station is located is 
already notorious for road traffic accidents, and the 24 -hour licencing would only 
further increase the risk. On top of this, throughout Cannock Chase, the lack of 
road lighting makes it hard for drivers to see wildlife, and the implementation of 
24 -hour licencing would only further this issue.  
Lastly, there would be an increase in anti - social behavour with the sale of 
alcohol past 10pm, such as drink -driving, alcohol - induced violence and littering.  
 
I hope that you consider the negative impacts that this proposal could have on 
the local area, and I would request that the licencing unit:  

�x Rejects the proposal for the 24 -hour petrol station.  

�x Should the proposal go ahead, implement rules regarding the opening 
times and the hours in which alcohol can be sold.  

I trust that you will take consideration to my concerns and act in the best 
interest of the local area.  
 
Thank you,  
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From: >  
Sent: 12 January 2025 20:35 
To: LicensingUnit CCDC <LicensingUnit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Objection to 24-Hour License Application at CONVENIENCE STORE - TOWER GARAGE 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: This email is from an infrequent correspondent.  

 
  

 
  

12th January 2025 
 
The Licensing Unit, Cannock Chase District Council, Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock, 
Staffordshire, WS11 1BG 
 
Subject: Objection to 24-Hour License Application at CONVENIENCE STORE - TOWER GARAGE 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to formally object to the application for a 24-hour license at CONVENIENCE STORE 
- TOWER GARAGE,BRINDLEY ROAD, HEDNESFORD, CANNOCK, WS12 4LL.  
 
While I understand the need for businesses to operate and contribute to the local economy, I 
believe granting a 24-hour license to this establishment raises significant concerns that could 
adversely affect the community. 
 
Concerns Regarding the 24-Hour License 
 

�x Noise Pollution 
Extended operating hours could lead to increased noise levels during late hours, which 
may disturb residents' peace and disrupt their sleep patterns. This is especially 
concerning for families, elderly individuals, and shift workers who require adequate 
rest. 

�x Public Safety 
A 24-hour operation may attract larger crowds at all hours, potentially leading to an 
increase in anti-social behavior, loitering, and disturbances. Without appropriate 
measures in place, this could escalate into a safety risk for residents. 

�x Traffic and Speeding Issues 
The increased traffic to the area, especially late at night, raises concerns about road 
safety. There have already been issues with speeding in the vicinity, and extended 
operating hours could exacerbate the problem. Patrons leaving late at night might be 
more inclined to speed, further endangering pedestrians and other road users. 

�x Impact on Residential Area 
The establishment's location near a residential area magnifies these concerns. 
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Residents should not have to endure the negative effects of such an operation, 
including late-night disruptions and safety risks. 

�x Request for Action, I urge the relevant authorities to consider the following before 
making a decision: Conducting a comprehensive impact assessment on noise, traffic, 
and safety. 

 
Implementing strict conditions if the license is granted, such as noise restrictions, increased 
security, and traffic-calming measures like speed bumps or speed cameras. 
Limiting the operating hours to mitigate the concerns raised. 
I trust you will take these concerns seriously and prioritize the well-being of the community 
when evaluating this application. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 

 or , if you require further clarification or input. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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From:  
Sent: 13 January 2025 07:42 
To: Development Control CCDC  
Subject: Objection to planning application by Tower Garage Service Station Ltd. 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: This email is from an infrequent correspondent.  

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE 
UNDER SECTION 17 OF LICENSING ACT 2003 
Notice is hereby given of an application made to Cannock 
Chase District Council. 
By: TOWER GARAGE SERVICE STATION LTD 
For: CONVENIENCE STORE - TOWER GARAGE, 
BRINDLEY ROAD, HEDNESFORD, CANNOCK, WS12 4LL 
To allow the following licensable activities at the above 
named premises with effect from 18th January 2025: 
1. Supply of alcohol (Off Sales) 
Monday to Sunday - 00.00hrs to 24.00hrs 
2. Late Night Refreshment 
Monday to Sunday - 23.00hrs to 05.00hrs 
3. Proposed Opening hours 
Monday to Sunday - 00.00hrs to 24.00hrs 
 
There are enough ' licenced convenience stores and Supermarkets' within the district of 
Hednesford and adjoining areas, another one isn't required with ridiculous 24 hour opening 
hours.  
There will be a detrimental environmental impact, - increased noise pollution, litter, customer 
parking, delivery vehicles obstructions posing a greater accident risk on a junction and roads 
that already have problems and safety issues highlighted by Police and Community 
Speedwatch, substantially higher levels of footfall during unsocial hours. Unwanted increased 
disturbance to local residents throughout the day and evening. There are many elderly, disabled 
and vulnerable adults within very close proximity of this site. They already have enough to 
contend without being disturbed further by an unwanted business.  
 
I object to this application in it's entirety and seek to have it rejected and no consideration given 
to amendments.  
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From: - >  
Sent: 13 January 2025 09:04 
To: LicensingUnit CCDC <LicensingUnit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Opposing the proposed 24-Hour Licensing of Petrol Station at Tower Garage, Brindley Rd, 
Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4LL 
 
CAUTION: This is an external email and has suspicous content. Please take care! Do not click links 
or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.  
If in doubt contact the Service Desk 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
 

Dear Licensing Unit, 

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed 24-hour licensing of the 
petrol station planned at Brindley Rd, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4LL. 

As you may be aware, this Petrol Station and proposed development is situated right on 
the edge of Cannock Chase National Landscape, an area prized by residents, visitors, 
and wildlife for its tranquillity and unpolluted landscape.  

The proposal represents a significant change from the existing building use and 
operating hours, which are currently Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm, and Saturday 9am – 
1pm (closed on Sundays). The new proposed licensing, to open an off-license and run 
the facilities 24/7 (including the sale of alcohol at all hours) is of deep concern. 

We would like to express our concerns about the potential adverse effects this 
proposed licensing development may have on the following areas: 

Noise Pollution:  The continuous operation is likely to result in increased noise levels 
from vehicles and patrons, disrupting the peace, especially during nighttime hours. The 
garage borders four homes, and is set at the end of a row of bungalows which houses 
our vulnerable elderly and disabled residents. Furthermore, situated on the edge of 
Cannock Chase, a designated National Landscape, it risks disturbing wildlife. 

Light Pollution : Bright lighting necessary for a 24-hour facility could intrude into our 
homes, affecting sleep and overall well-being. As above, the garage borders four 
homes, and is set at the end of a row of bungalows housing vulnerable elderly and 
disabled residents. 

Safety Risks: Increased traffic and activity during late hours may elevate the risk of 
accidents and pose safety concerns for residents, particularly children and the elderly. 
The four-way junction is already very busy and a spot known for car accidents. A 24-
hour petrol station will only increase this risk. 
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Increased Risk of Crime and public nuisance: Extended operating hours for the sale 
of alcohol may lead to an increase in anti-social behaviour, public disturbances, 
alcohol-fuelled crimes, and littering – a particular concern due to the site's proximity to 
the Chase and its varied wildlife. Our residents regularly litter-pick at the entrance to 
the chase at the end of Tower Road and the area would be unable to cope with the 
increased litter that this licensing would bring. I have attached just a few photos of the 
litter we currently consistently have to clean up. 

Environmental Impact : The constant operation raises concerns about potential fuel 
spills, increased emissions, and other environmental hazards. Situated on the edge of 
Cannock Chase National Landscape, it again poses risks to wildlife. 

Strain on Local Resources: Continuous availability of alcohol may place an undue 
burden on local law enforcement and emergency services, impacting their ability to 
manage public safety effectively. 

Impact on the Local Community: There are many local shops within a mile of this 
proposal already serving the community, none of which are 24-hour, including Rose 
Cottage convenience store at Broadhurst Green (0.1 miles away), One stop located at 4 
Rosehill, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4RT (0.6 miles away), and the new local Co-Op 
food, Pye Green (0.8 miles away). A 24/7 facility is not needed, and extending the 
licensing hours could aggravate problems in our area. 

National and Local planning guidelines emphasise the importance of preserving 
residential amenity and minimising disturbances from commercial activities, along with 
protecting tranquil areas.  

With this in mind, we strongly object to the 24-hour operation of the proposed petrol 
station and store.  

We respectfully request that the Licensing Unit consider the following actions: 

1. Reject the application for 24-hour operation of the proposed petrol station and store. 

2. If the development proceeds, impose restrictions on operating hours to mitigate the 
impact on the community (e.g., limiting operations between 6 AM and 10 PM). This 
would be in keeping with similar conditions on stores within the area including Rose 
Cottage convenience store at Broadhurst Green (0.1 miles away), One stop located at 4 
Rosehill, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4RT (0.6 miles away), and the new local Co-Op 
food, Pye Green (0.8 miles away). 

We trust that the Licensing Unit will give due consideration to our concerns and act in 
the best interest of the community. 
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Sincerely, 

 

  
  

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



  ENCLOSURE 4.34 

   

ANNEX 2 
From:  
Sent: 17 January 2025 16:07 
To: Scot Kearney  
Subject: Re: Premises Licence Application - Tower Garage, Brindley Rd, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 
4LL 
 
Scot, 
 
Premises Licence Application - Tower Garage, Rd, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 
4LL 
Ref: 110159 
 
I would like to object to the above application as I feel that a 24 hour license 
will encourage people to turn up by car or on foot in the middle of the night 
and cause excessive noise and disturbance to the local residents many of 
whom are elderly. Litter will also be a more pronounced problem as the 
location is at a high point in the area which is very windy and very close to 
Cannock Chase.  
 
There is also a greater chance of crime and disorder as well as anti social 
behaviour with a sharp influx of new people into this quiet part of Hednesford.  
I would ask the committee to reject this proposal.  
 
Regards  
 

 
Hednesford Pye Green Ward  
 
Sent from Outlook for iOS 
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From:  < > 
Date: Sun, 5 Jan 2025, 18:44 
Subject: Opposing the proposed 24-Hour Licensing of Petrol Station at Tower Garage, 
Brindley Rd, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4LL 
To: <licensingunit@cannockchase.gov.uk> 
 

Dear Licensing Unit,  
 
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed 24-hour licensing of the 
petrol station planned at Brindley Rd, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4LL, situated on the 
edge of Cannock Chase, a designated National Landscape. 
 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty were re-branded as National Landscapes in 2023. 
National Landscapes (along with National Parks) are the nation’s finest landscapes, 
whose breath-taking beauty is so precious that they are protected in the national 
interest. There are just 34 National Landscapes in England, five in Wales and eight in 
Northern Ireland. Cannock Chase was designated an AONB in 1958 because of its 
beautiful landscape, its wildlife and its history. 
 
As a frequent user of Cannock Chase, we are deeply concerned about the potential 
adverse effects this development may have on the following areas: 
 
Noise Pollution : The continuous operation is likely to result in increased noise levels 
from vehicles and patrons, disrupting the peace, especially during nighttime hours. 
Situated on the edge of Cannock Chase, a designated National Landscape, it risks 
disturbing wildlife. 
 
Environmental Impact : The constant operation raises concerns about potential fuel 
spills, increased emissions, and other environmental hazards. Situated on the edge of 
Cannock Chase National Landscape, it again poses risks to wildlife. 
 
Safety Risks: Increased traffic and activity during late hours may elevate the risk of 
accidents and pose safety concerns for a variety of wildlife, including deer. The fourway 
junction is already very busy and a spot known for accidents. A 24-hour facility will only 
increase this risk. 
 
Increased Risk of Crime and public nuisance : Extended operating hours for the sale 
of alcohol could aggravate problems in the area including dangerous driving, antisocial 
behaviour, public disturbances, alcohol-fuelled crimes, and littering a 
particular concern due to the sites proximity to the Chase and its varied wildlife. 
 
Studies have shown that 24-hour petrol stations can lead to increased noise and light 
pollution. The light pollution will have a direct effect on Cannock Chase National 
Landscape’s nature and its abundance of wildlife, next to which this proposal is 
situated. 



  ENCLOSURE 4.36 

   

ANNEX 3 
 
National and Local planning guidelines emphasise the importance of preserving 
residential amenity and minimising disturbances from commercial activities, along with 
protecting tranquil areas. Cannock Chase is prized by residents, visitors, and wildlife 
for its tranquillity and unpolluted landscape. 
 
Call to Action: We respectfully request that the Licensing Unit consider the following 
actions: 
1. Reject the application for 24-hour operation of the proposed petrol station and store. 
2. If the development proceeds, impose restrictions on operating hours to mitigate the 
impact on the community (e.g., limiting operations between 6 AM and 10 PM). This 
would be in keeping with similar conditions on stores within the area including Rose 
Cottage convenience store at Broadhurst Green (0.1 miles away), One stop located at 4 
Rosehill, Hednesford, Cannock WS12 4RT (0.6 miles away), and the new local Co-Op 
food, Pye Green (0.8 miles away). 
 
We trust that the Licensing Unit will give due consideration to our concerns and act in 
the best interest of the community. 
 
Sincerely, 
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