
Civic Centre, Beecroft Road, Cannock, Staffordshire, WS11 1BG

tel 01543 462621| www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk

Please ask for: W Rowe
Extension No: 4584
E-mail: wendyrowe@cannockchasedc.gov.uk
14 April 2026

Dear Councillor,

Licensing Sub-Committee
10:00am on Wednesday 22 April 2026
Meeting to be held in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Cannock

You are invited to attend this meeting for consideration of the matters itemised in the
following Agenda.

Yours sincerely,

T. Clegg
Chief Executive

To: Councillors:

Aston, J.
Jones, V.
Todd, D.
Elson, J. (Reserve)

http://www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk/
mailto:wendyrowe@cannockchasedc.gov.uk


Agenda
Part 1

1. Appointment of Chair

2. Apologies and Reconstitution of Membership
The Council will only allow licensing decisions to be taken by a minimum of three
Councillors.
In the event of one Member being unable to attend, their place will be substituted by
another Member taken from the membership of the full Licensing and Public Protection
Committee.
In the event of this substitution taking place, all parties will be informed of the change
of membership at the beginning of the hearing.

3. Declarations of Interests of Members in Contracts and Other Matters and
Restriction on Voting by Members
To declare any personal, pecuniary, or disclosable pecuniary interests in accordance
with the Code of Conduct and any possible contraventions under Section 106 of the
Local Government Finance Act 1992.

4. Licensing Act 2003 - Application for a Premises Licence: Friends Express, 14-16
Wolverhampton Road, Cannock, Staffordshire. WS11 1AH.
Report of the Head of Regulatory Services (Enclosure 4.1 - 4.27).



Cannock Chase Council

Licensing Sub-Committee

Procedure to be used for a Premises Licence Application Submitted
under the Licensing Act 2003

Procedure for the Hearing

1. The Chair shall introduce the Members of the Sub-Committee and supporting staff.

2. All other parties present shall introduce themselves.

3. The Chair shall outline the procedure to be followed at the hearing and also make
reference to the fact that each party has an equal amount of time within which to
present their case and may set down limits for this.

4. The Officer representing the Licensing Authority shall present a report on the matter to
be heard.

5. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer of the Licensing Authority.

6. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Officer from the Licensing Authority.

7. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.

8. (Where the Officer of the Licensing Authority is legally represented, the legal
representative may ask questions of clarification of the Officer of the Licensing
Authority.)

9. The Applicant (or their representative) shall put their case in respect of the matter and
may call witnesses.

10. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to ask questions of the
Applicant (or their representative).

11. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of the Applicant (or
their representative) and any witnesses called.

12. Anyone making representations in respect of the application shall put their case in
respect of the matter in the presence of the Officer representing the Licensing Authority
and the Applicant and may call witnesses.

13. The Applicant (or their representative) may ask questions of clarification of anyone
making representations and any witnesses called.



14. Members of the Sub-Committee may ask questions of clarification of anyone making
representations and any witnesses called.

15. The Officer of the Licensing Authority shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

16. The Applicant (or their representative) shall have the opportunity to sum up their case if
they so wish.

17. Any objectors to the application shall have the opportunity to sum up their respective
cases if they so wish.

18. Members of the Sub-Committee shall deliberate in private, accompanied by the
Council’s Legal Advisor and the Secretary to the Sub-Committee, only recalling the
other parties or their representatives to clarify points of uncertainty on evidence or
submissions already given.

If it is necessary to recall any party, all parties are to return, notwithstanding that only
one party may be concerned with the points giving rise to doubt.

19. At the conclusion of their deliberations, the Chair of the Sub-Committee may inform the
Applicant (or their representative) of the decision of the Sub-Committee, briefly
explaining the reasons for the decision.

20. The Applicant shall be written to within seven working days (or as soon as practicable
if this cannot be completed) with confirmation of the Sub-Committee’s decision and
reasons for that decision.

21. The Applicant or any objector may appeal to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of the
decision being received if they are dissatisfied with the Sub-Committee’s decision.



ENCLOSURE 4.1

CANNOCK CHASE DISTRICT COUNCIL

LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF REGULATORY SERVICES

LICENSING ACT 2003

APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE – WEDNESDAY 22ND APRIL 2026 AT 10.00HRS

VIJAYATHEEPA THAVANESAN T/A FRIENDS EXPRESS,

14 WOLVERHAMPTON ROAD, CANNOCK, WS11 1AH

1. Reason for Hearing

This is an application for a Premises Licence by Vijayatheepa Thavanesan T/A Friends
Express.

This application has not been granted under Officers’ delegated powers because
representations have been received from members of the public on the basis that they are
concerned that the licensing objectives may be compromised if the premises licence
application were granted. These are relevant representations and the Council, as the licensing
authority, must therefore hold a hearing to consider the representations made. A copy of the
application form is attached to this report as Annex 1.

2. Applicant Details

Name and Address of Premises. Friends Express,
14 Wolverhampton Road,
Cannock,
WS11 1AH

Applicant Details
.

Vijayatheepa Thavanesan
158 Springthorpe Road
Birmingham
B24 0SP

Date of Application 22nd February 2026

Fees Paid Band B: £190.00



ENCLOSURE 4.2

Licensable Activities Applied For: 1. Supply Of Alcohol

Monday to Sunday 07.00hrs to 02.00hrs

Responsible Authority
Representations

No formal representations have been received from any
Responsible Authority.

Representations from other
persons

During the 28 day consultation period, 1 relevant
representation was received with contact details provided
as required.

.

3. Matters for consideration
3.1 On 22nd February 2026 an application was received from Mr. Vijayatheepa Thavanesan, for the

grant of a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003. The hours of operation requested
on the licence application operating schedule are:

Hours premises are open to the public:

Monday to Sunday 07.00hrs to 02.00hrs

Hours for supply of alcohol

Monday to Sunday 07.00hrs to 02.00hrs

3.2 At Part 5 of the application that makes reference to the operating schedule, the applicant
describes the premises as follows:

“Convenience Store”

3.3 The application was duly advertised as required by law and the Council’s Licensing Unit
received 1 valid written representation to the grant of the Premises Licence (as applied for)
during the 28-day consultation period. The representation raised concerns relating to public
safety, public nuisance and crime & disorder being caused. This representation is attached to
this report as Annex 2.



ENCLOSURE 4.3

3.9 During the application process the applicant has agreed to conditions requested by Trading
Standards be applied to any licence that might be granted. These conditions are attached to
this report as Annex 3.

4. Human Rights Act 1998 Implications

4.1 Article 6 of the Act provides that where a person’s civil rights and obligations are being
determined, they are entitled to a “fair trial”.  The Council complies with Article 6 in that it gives
the person the opportunity to state their case, will make a decision within a reasonable period
of time and will give reasons for its decision.

4.2 The Article also provides for the issue to be determined by an independent tribunal.  The right
of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the Council’s decision fulfils this.

4.3 The Council observes the rules of natural justice, and its procedures are consistent with Article
6 of the Human Rights Act 1998.

5. Legal Implications

5.1 This matter concerns an application for a premises licence under section 17 of the Licensing
Act 2003 “the Act”

5.2 As relevant representations have been made in respect of this application and no agreement
has been reached between the parties that a hearing is not required, the licensing authority
must hold a hearing to consider the representations made (s.18 (3)(a) of the Act).

5.3 The Licensing Sub Committee must have regard to the representations and take such steps, if
any, as it considers necessary for the promotion of the licensing objectives (s.18(3)(b) of the
Act).

5.4 In accordance with s.18(4) of the Act, the steps that can be taken by the Licensing Sub
Committee in dealing with this application are limited to:

(a) grant the premises licence, together with such modification of the conditions of the
licence as considered appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives;

(b) rejection of the whole or part of the application.

5.5 The Licensing Sub Committee must only consider relevant representations which for the
purposes of this application:

(a) are about the likely effect of the grant of the application on the promotion of the
licensing objectives.

(b) are made by an interested party or Responsible Authority;
(c) have not been withdrawn; and
(d) are not frivolous or vexatious if made by other persons.

5.6 The Applicant and other persons who made relevant representations in relation to the
application have a right of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court should they disagree with the
Licensing Sub Committee’s decision.



ENCLOSURE 4.4

6. Financial Implications
6.1 Fees for a premises licence are payable upon application. They are not refundable should the

application be refused.

6.2 Should the application be refused or be granted subject to conditions; the Applicant has a right
of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court. Should the application be granted, with or without
conditions, then equally, the Responsible Authority and any other persons having made
relevant representations, have a right of appeal to the Magistrates’ Court against the decision.

6.3 All appeals carry financial costs, and the Court can make whatever order it deems fit with
regards to the payment of costs.  The Court is, however, less likely to award costs against the
Council if it is satisfied that the Council had acted honestly, reasonably and properly and on
grounds which appear to be sound.

7. Annexes

Annexes Attached Annex1

Annex 2

Annex 3

The Premises Licence Application Form.

Copy of Representation received 08 March
2026

Conditions Agreed with Trading Standards

Determination

Determination Required Members are asked to determine whether the application
for a Premises Licence in respect of Vijayatheepa
Thavanesan T/A Friends Express can be granted, having
due regard to the 4 Licensing Objectives, Cannock Chase
District Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy for
Licensing Act 2003 and Statutory Guidance issued by the
Secretary of State under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003.

The 4 Licensing Objectives are:

 The Prevention of Crime & Disorder
 Ensuring Public Safety
 The Prevention of Public Nuisance
 The Protection of Children from Harm

.

8.



ENCLOSURE 4.5

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.6

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.7

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.8

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.9

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.10

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.11

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.12

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.13

ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.15

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.16

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.17

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.18

ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.19

ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 1



ENCLOSURE 4.24

ANNEX 2

From: Yadgar Qadiri 
Sent: 08 March 2026 13:48
To: LicensingUnit <LicensingUnit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk>
Subject: Objection to Premises Licence Application – Friends Express, 14-16 Wolverhampton Road,
Cannock, WS11 1AH

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Council. DO NOT click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Sherko ismail
Cannock Mini Market

Cannock
WS11 1AH

08.03.2026

To: Licensing Unit
Cannock Chase District Council
Civic Centre
Beecroft Road
Cannock, Staffordshire
WS11 1BG

To the Licensing Department,
I am writing to formally submit my objection regarding the application for a premises
licence made by Vijayatheepa Thavanesan for Friends Express located at 14-16
Wolverhampton Road. As the owner of Cannock Mini Market, situated in the immediate
vicinity, I have significant concerns regarding the impact this licence will have on the
community and my business operations.

My objection is based on the following grounds under the Licensing Act 2003:

• Prevention of Public Nuisance: The application requests the sale of alcohol every day
from 07:00 to 02:00. Such late hours in a mixed-use area will inevitably lead to
significant noise and disturbance for local residents and business owners.

• Public Safety and Crime & Disorder: Allowing alcohol sales until 2:00 am is highly
likely to attract and retain intoxicated individuals in the area late into the night. This
poses a direct safety risk to my staff and customers at Cannock Mini Market.

• Impact on Local Business: An increase in drunk individuals loitering near the premises
often results in anti-social behavior and "street drinking." This creates an intimidating
atmosphere that deters regular, law-abiding customers from visiting my shop, directly
threatening the viability of my business.

mailto:LicensingUnit@cannockchasedc.gov.uk


ENCLOSURE 4.25

ANNEX 2

I believe that granting this licence, especially with such extensive hours, would directly
undermine the licensing objectives. I strongly urge the committee to refuse this
application to protect the safety and character of the Wolverhampton Road area.
Especially with almost all businesses on wolverhampton road not having any shutters
for safety. Drunk individuals may increase at late night vandalising local businesses
close to it such as mine

Yours faithfully,
Sherko ismail
Owner, Cannock Mini Market

--
This message has been checked by Libraesva ESG and is found to be clean.
Report as bad/spam
Blocklist sender

--
This message has been checked by Libraesva ESG and is found to be clean.
Report as bad/spam
Blocklist sender

https://staffordbc.esvacloud.com/action/4fTM0W18FXzHnMn/report-as-bad
https://staffordbc.esvacloud.com/action/4fTM0W18FXzHnMn/blocklist
https://staffordbc.esvacloud.com/action/4fglM30xymzHnMn/report-as-bad
https://staffordbc.esvacloud.com/action/4fglM30xymzHnMn/blocklist


ENCLOSURE 4.26

ANNEX 3

Licensing Conditions

Protecting Children from Harm

1. A Challenge 25 policy must be adopted and enforced at the premise where all
persons who appear to be under the age of 25 must be challenged for
acceptable identification to prove they are over the age of 18 prior to the
purchase or supply of alcohol.

2. The acceptable forms of identification must be a valid photo driving licence,
valid passport, military ID or a valid PASS approved proof of age card.

3. Challenge 25 posters must be displayed at all entrances to the premise, areas
where alcohol is displayed and at the cash till payment area.
Posters must be displayed prominently and in sight of customers & staffs.

4. Cash registers in the premises must be fitted with automatic till prompts to
ensure that Challenge 25 is implemented at all times.

5. A refusals register with details of all refusals must be maintained at the
premise.  The register must contain details of the staff member refusing the
sale and must be checked on a 4 weekly basis by the Designated Premises
Supervisor and signed and dated by the Designated Premises Supervisor.

6. The refusals register or when on the till a print out of refusals must be
produced and made available for inspection at the time of the visit by any
Responsible Authority.

7. Prior to selling alcohol, all persons involved in the sale of alcohol & age
restricted products who are not the holder of a Personal Licence must receive
initial and regular 6 monthly refresher training by the Designated Premises
Supervisor or external training provider with regards to the law in relation to
the sale of alcohol & age restricted products and responsible retailing.

8. Such training must be recorded and up to date training records of all such
persons must be maintained at the premise and produced and made available
for inspection at the time of the visit by any Responsible Authority. Both
initial and subsequent refresher training in relation to the sale of alcohol &
age restricted products must contain a test to be undertaken by the staff
member and this test or online certificate must be made available at the time



ENCLOSURE 4.27

ANNEX 3

of the visit to any Responsible Authority. Records for each person must be
retained for a minimum of 12 months.

Crime Prevention

1. CCTV must be installed and cover all internal areas, including all public entry
and exit points. The CCTV unit must be positioned in a secure part of the
licensed premises and not within any private area of the location. Access to
the system must be allowed immediately to the Police, Trading Standards or
Local Authority Officers in accordance with the Data Protection Act where it is
necessary to do so for the prevention of crime and disorder, prosecution or
apprehension of offenders or where disclosure is required by law.

2. All images must be kept for a consecutive 31 day period and to be produced
to the Police, Trading Standards or Local Authority Officers in relation to the
investigation of crime and / or disorder issues and suspected licence
breaches, upon request or within 24 hours of such request where it is
necessary to do so for the prevention of crime and disorder, prosecution or
apprehension of offenders or where disclosure is required by law.

3. The CCTV system must be maintained so as to be fully operational and
recording continually whilst the premises are open for licensable activities
and during all times when customers remain on the premises.

4. The CCTV system clock must be set correctly and maintained (taking account
of GMT and BST).

5. There must be notices displayed throughout the premises stating that CCTV
is in operation.

6. There must be a member of staff available at all times who is trained and
capable of operating the CCTV system and also downloading any footage
required by the Police, Trading Standards or Local Authority Officers.

7. Weekly checks must be made of the operation of the CCTV system to confirm
that it is working correctly and such checks must be recorded in a register
which is to be signed by the person conducting the check. This record must
be kept fully updated at all times and remain on the premises for inspection
by the Police, Trading Standards or an authorised officer of the Licensing
Authority.
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