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the study area , from Chasewater in 1799  (after which the reservoir embankment 
was rebuilt,  and further major works have been undertaken since to reduce the 
risk ) .  The level and standard of inspection and maintenance required under the 
Reservoirs Act means that the risk of flooding from the reservoirs is relatively low.  
However, there is a residual risk of a reservoir breach and this should be considered 
in any site -specific Flood Risk Asses sments (where relevant).  

How to use this report  
Planners  

The SFRA provides recommendations  regarding all sources of flood risk  in South ern  
Staffordshire  which can be used to inform policy on flood risk within the Local Plan.  This includes 
how the cumulative impact of development should be considered  and how new development 
could bring wider flood risk benefits to existing communities  

It pro vides the latest flood risk data and guidance to inform the Sequential Test  and provides 
guidance on how to apply the Exception Test .  The South ern  Staffordshire Councils ( SSCs)  
will use this information to apply the Sequential Test to strategic allocations and identify where 
the Exception Test will also be needed.  

The SFRA provides guidance for developers , which can be used by Development Management 
staff to assess whether site -specific Flood Risk Assessments meet the required quality standard.  

Developers  

For sites that are not strategic allocations, developers will need to use  the information in  this 
SFRA to help apply the Sequ ential Test.  For all sites, whether strategic allocations or windfall 
sites, developers will need to apply the Exception Test and use information in a site -specific 
Flood Risk Assessment to inform this test at planning application stage.  

When assessing s ites not identified in the Local Plan (windfall sites), developers should use 
evidence provided in this SFRA to apply the Sequential Test  and  provid e evidence to show 
that they have adequately considered reasonab ly available sites  at lower flood risk .   

This is a strategic assessment and does not replace the need for site -specific Flood Risk 
Assessments where a development is either within Flood Zones 2 or 3 or greater than a hectare 
in Flood Zone 1.  In addition,  a Surface Water Drainage Strategy will be needed for all major 
developments in any Flood Zone to satisfy Staffordshire County Council  (the Lead Local Flood 
Authority (LLFA) for the area).  

Developers can use the information in this SFRA, alongside site -specific research to help to 
scope out what additional work will be needed in a detailed Flood Risk Assessment.  To do this 
they should refer  to  Chapter 5  Understanding flood in South ern  Staffords hire  and the flood 
maps in the appendices .  

At the planning application stage, developers may need to undertake more detailed hydrological 
and hydraulic assessments of the watercourses to verify flood extent ( including applying the 
latest climate change allowances , due to be updated by the Environment Agency in 2019), 
inform master planning and prove, if required, whether the Exception Test can be passed.  

Developers need to ens ure that new development does not increase surface water runoff from 
a site. Chapter 9  provides information on the surface water drainage requirements of 
Staffordshire  County Council as LLFA.  Sustainable Drainage Systems should be considered at 
the earliest stages that a site is developed , which will help to minimise costs and overcome any 
site -specific constraints.  

Flood Risk Assessments  will need to identify how flood risk will be mitigated to ensure the 
development is safe from flooding.  In high risk areas , the Flood Risk Assessment will also need 
to consider emergency arrangements, including how there will be safe access and egress fr om 
the site.  
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Figure 1 - 1  Study Area  






































































































































































































